
Dear Community Member,  

For many parents and residents our biggest concerns are that of the safety of our children, however the safety 
of them getting on and off the bus shouldn’t have to be one of those concerns. Drivers not stopping for school 
buses is a major problem in Windham. Community organizations in Windham and Raymond, in conjunction with  
RSU 14 and the towns are working together to help with this problem. 

Here’s a little history on how this came about. On June 6th the town approved the school board budget, which 
included equipping the entire RSU14 bus fleet with exterior cameras. The majority of the buses were already 
equipped with cameras systems and would only need a $500 upgrade, however 10 of the buses would need a 
full retrofit. In the middle of June several bills were signed and passed into law. The most recognized was the no 
texting law, but in addition were two others that will help bring awareness and also make a drastic impact in our 
children’s safety. 

In the past the state and local municipalities couldn’t ticket offenders for traffic offenses caught on camera, but 
now they are able to. The images/ footage taken by the exterior camera on the bus can be used to ticket the 
offends basing a stopped bus with its sign out and lights flashing. The second important law that was passed 
helps to prevent a vehicle from passing a stopped school bus by allowing school districts to install a physical 
barrier that extends 6 feet off the bus into the adjacent lane. The extended stop arms won’t physically stop an 
car from passing but create a large visible obstacle that would be hard to ignore.  

Since these laws went into effect after the school budget was approved the money for the extended arms was 
not able to be allocated in this years budget. However, the school board was able to find funds to equip three 
buses. 

Several community organizations, along with the respective towns, 
have come together in a joint effort to raise enough money for 15 
additional buses in the RSU 14 fleet to be equipped with extended 
stop arms. We are asking you - the community, it’s residents and 
businesses - to help us achieve this goal. 

Attached is a donation pledge form as well as levels of funding and what you can get for giving back, however 
donations at any level are appreciated and will help to ensure our children’s safety. 

Thank you! 

The Operation Stop Arm Committee

Cost Per Bus =  $2,150   
TOTAL GOAL = $32,250

OPERATION: ARM
An appeal for safety
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